
 

 
DECEMBER 2019 SAINT PAUL PUBLIC SCHOOLS, OFFICE OF EARLY LEARNING 

Welcome to the new and improved Blast Off Newsletter! 

FREE Community Events MATH IS EVERYWHERE! 
First Free Saturday: Celebrate Somalia 
Walker Art Center, Minneapolis  
December 7, 2019, 10:00am – 3:00pm 
 
Activities are geared towards kids ages 
6-12, but don’t let that stop you from 
bringing your littler ones!  Free gallery 
admission for the whole family. 
 
 
Second Saturdays at TPT  
Twin Cities PBS, 172 4th St. E. St Paul  
December 14, 2019, 8:00am – 11:00am 
 
Each month TPT opens up their studios in 
Lowertown St. Paul for a morning of PBS 
Kids cartoons on the big screen, meet 
and greets with PBS Kids characters like 
Daniel Tiger, Sid the Science Kid, and 
Buddy the Dinosaur, and fun activities 
like instrument making and carnival 
games. 
 
If that weren’t enough, the SciGirls squad 
are always on hand with all sorts of STEM 
related games and activities to educate 
your child. 
 
Activities are all free but reserving a time 
slot is required. 
 
 

Did you know… 
 

u young children can learn math 
concepts before they begin school? 

u children who are exposed to math at 
an early age are more successful in 
school? 

u talking to young children about 
numbers helps their brains develop, 
and may improve their confidence 
with math later on? 

 
SO… GET COUNTING!  
Here are some ideas to help you spark 
your child’s math interest while you talk, 
read and sing! 
 
u Find opportunities to count everywhere 

you go!  Count the steps as you and 
your child walk up and down the stairs.  
Count cars that pass by.  Use your 
baby’s fingers and toes to count one, 
two, three, four, five! 

u Ask “how many?”  Ask your child 
questions like “How many children 
and adults live in our home?” or “How 
many silver cars do you see?”  These 
questions encourage children to 
count and compare things they see 
every day. 



FREE Community Events continued 
 

MATH IS EVERYWHERE! continued 
 

Target Free 3rd Sunday | Minnesota 
Children’s Museum, St Paul   
December 15, 2019, 9:00am – 5:00pm 
 
Explore the newly renovated and 
expanded museum free!  Keep in mind 
this program is very popular, and you 
may wait in line to be admitted.  
 
 
Free Open Studio: Watercolor Painting | 
Minneapolis Institute of Art  
December 20, 2019, 1:00pm – 3:00pm 
 
 
Canadian Pacific Holiday Train 
December 9 -12, 2019 
 
The brightly lit train will roll into the 
following Twin Cities-area stations 
accompanied by a half hour of live 
music:  Hastings, Cottage Grove, Union 
Depot, St. Paul, Golden Valley, St. Louis 
Park, Minneapolis, Loretto & Buffalo. 
 
https://www.cpr.ca/holiday-train/schedule-united-states  

 
 
 

u Talk about the shapes and sizes of 
objects all around you.  Describe the 
shapes of everyday objects:  the large 
table that is a rectangle, or the small, 
round orange.  When your child has 
mastered these concepts, describe 
less common shapes:  the stop sign is 
an octagon, the pond is an oval. 

u Use comparison words throughout the 
day.  Is the grapefruit bigger or smaller 
than the orange?  Is my hair longer or 
shorter than yours?  Grouping objects 
together helps children discriminate 
between sameness and difference. 
Together, sort things by size, color, 
length, or anything else you can think 
of.  The list is endless! 

 
Talk math in any language. Math is a 
universal language, and its concepts are 
translatable across all languages. Look for 
ways to talk about math in whatever 
language you feel comfortable with. 
Talking math to your child every day 
builds the brain. 
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